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CANNING CROP PROSPECTS 


Agricultural Economics Bureau Makes Mid-August 
Estimates of Production 


Tomatoes.—Harvesting tomatoes for manufacture was 
well under way by mid-August, but the condition of the crop 
on August 15 indicated a reduction in the total tonnage in 
prospect on August 1 of about 3 per cent, according to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The prospective produc- 
tion indicated on August 15 of 1,509,800 tons compares with 
the 1937 estimated production of 1,973,800 tons and an 
average production for the preceding 10-year period of 
1,385,600 tons. 

Canners and tomato products manufacturers in New York 
State were entering the 1938 packing season with prospects 
of above average yields on August 15. The same conditions 
were indicated for Ohio. But New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- 
land and Virginia growers, with the season well advanced 
before mid-August, failed to gather a crop equal to their 
earlier expectations. The rainy growing season made serious 
inroads in the production for these States. 

The weather in Kentucky-Tennessee was too warm for 
tomatoes growing in those States and as the harvesting sea- 
son approached its close, yields proved disappointing for 
many growers. In the Ozarks, packing was practically ended 
by August 15. Warm weather injured some late fields. 

The condition of tomato fields in Indiana, Ohio and Illi- 
nois continued somewhat uneven through early August. 
Yields in prospect on August 15, particularly in Indiana, 
were lower than earlier in the season. In Indiana and 
Illinois, yield prospects are now much lower than those 
obtained in 1937 in these two States. 

In the Far Western States, the August 15 indicated yields 
in Colorado and California were lower than for 1937 and 
below average. The Utah crop, however, has been less seri- 
ously affected by warm, dry weather. 

Corn.—With harvesting of sweet corn for manufacture 
duc to get started in Maine and other late northern districts 
late in August, packing will be in full swing before Sep- 
tember 1. Reports on the August 15 condition and probable 
yield indicate a total production of 799,100 tons for manu- 
facture in 1938. The 1937 estimated production was 978,500 
tons, 

Warm weather has prevailed in most of the important 
canning corn producing States. This has been favorable 
for the progress of the crop. Indicated yields on August 15 
exceeded the average, except in Nebraska, and the North- 
west. Dry weather has curtailed prospects in these scattered 
areas, 

Scattered showers early in August interfered with harvest- 
ing operations in Wisconsin and growers are slow in getting 
the harvest under way in Minnesota on account of the slow 
development of their crop. But over most of the important 


States, harvesting was in progress by August 15. Yields 
indicated by mid-August reports averaged 2.34 tons for 1938. 
The 1937 estimated yield was 2.23 tons per acre. 


Beans.—Reports from canners of snap beans on the 
August 15 condition and probable yield continue to indicate 
a record high production for 1938. A total production of 
127,100 tons for manufacture was in prospect on August 15. 
The estimated 1937 production was 105,300 tons. Prospects 
for the 1938 production improved during the first two weeks 
of August in many widely scattered States east of the Rocky 
Mountains and in Utah. 

Packing is practically finished in Delaware, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania and in New York State it is reported the crop 
is maturing rapidly. Picking is in progress. In Michigan 
and Wisconsin, harvesting is in full swing, with prospects 
for yields equal to, or better than average. Canning opera- 
tions are practically finished in the Ozarks. 


The prospective production in Utah exceeds 1937 with 
indicated yields better than average. In the Northwest, the 
crop has failed to recuperate from the dry weather through 
July and yields in prospect on August 15 were lower than 
those obtained in 1937. Packing was in progress, however. 

Minor Crops.—The favorable condition of beets for can- 
ning was maintained through the first two weeks of August. 
Only damage to the crop was from heavy showers early in 
the month in New York State. Losses were not heavy how- 
ever. 

Condition of lima beans for manufacture declined slightly 
during early August, principally on account of damage to 
the crop in Delaware, Maryland and Virginia. Rains dam- 
aged this crop early in the month. 

(Continued on page 5605) 


EXPERIMENT WORK STUDIED 


Growers Field Days Held at New Jersey and 
Virginia Agricultural Stations 


The Seventh Annual Northern Neck Tomato Field Day 
was held near Hague, Virginia, August 16th under the aus- 
pices of the Virginia Extension Service and the Virginia 
Truck Experiment Station. On August 20th a Vegetable 
Growers Field Day was held on the farm of the New Jersey 
Agricultural Experiment Station at New Brunswick. 

Meetings such as these, at which the Association was rep- 
resented by the Director of the Raw Products Bureau, are 
one means by which the Agricultural Experiment Stations 
seek to bring practical information on better methods of 
crop production to the attention of growers of canning crops 
and other vegetables. The information is presented in brief 
talks in the field by those in charge of the work and is effec- 
tively illustrated by differences in the growing crops in the 
experimental plots that are inspected and explained. 
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The desirability of using wilt-resistant varieties of tomatoes 
where this soil-borne disease is present was emphasized by 
inspection of the experimental plots at the Northern Neck 
meeting. A number of varieties and strains of both sus- 
ceptible and resistant varieties were compared by growing 
them side by side on wilt-infected soil where the preceding 
tomato crop had failed because of the disease. Wilt was 
present in varying degrees of severity in the susceptible 
varieties, while the resistant sorts were nearly wilt-free. 
Director Zimmerley of the Virginia Truck Experiment Sta- 
tion at Norfolk summarized results of several years of 
research on best fertilizer treatment for Northern Neck 
tomato soils, and emphasized the need not only for adequate 
nutrition but for addition of organic matter by proper rota- 
tions and correcting excessive acidity through the use of lime. 

The fertilizer recommendations are contained in publica- 
tions of the Virginia Truck Experiment Station at Norfolk 
and later in the season detailed yield records of the variety 
and fertilizer tests carried on this year in Westmoreland 
County will be available to those interested. 

At the New Jersey Experiment Station a considerable 
amount of work is in progress on the improvement of crops 
grown for canning. Among the projects that were discussed 
at the Vegetable Growers Field Day and illustrated by ex- 
perimental plots on the station farm, were the following: 
yield comparison of mosaic-infected and mosaic-free to- 
matoes; effect of different fertilizer treatments on principal 
New Jersey tomato-growing soil types on yield and growth 
of tomatoes; comparison of effect of different degrees of soil 
acidity and different amounts of available potash on bush 
lima beans; effect of manganese application on growth of 
lima beans; variety tests of sweet potatoes, cabbage and lima 
beans; study of rotations for tomato production, and tomato 
breeding plots. 


CATTLE INCREASE INDICATED 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics Says Feed 
Prospects Favor Expansion 


Barring the recurrence of droughts the trend of cattle 
production in the United States is likely to be upward dur- 
ing the next few years, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
states in its summer outlook report on the cattle situation. 

According to the Bureau, the number of cattle in the 
United States has been declining since 1934, But with more 
favorable feed conditions since the 1937 harvests there has 
been a tendency to rebuild herds, especially in the Western 
Corn Belt and other western areas. 

The improved feed situation already has expressed itself 
in the smaller marketings of cows and calves in 1938 com- 
pared with 1937, and in the strong demand for replacement 
cattle that has developed in the past 6 months, This ten- 
dency to restock farm and range herds is expected to be 
expressed this year in less than the seasonal increase in fall 
marketings of grass cattle. Prospects as indicated by the 
Bureau also favor a strong demand this fall for stocker and 
feeder cattle. 

Marketings of the lower grades of slaughter cattle during 
the next few months probably will increase less than season- 


ally, the Bureau said. Seasonal declines in prices of feeder 
and stocker cattle and the lower grades of slaughter cattle 
probably will be relatively small. 


Marketings of grain fed cattle during the remainder of 
1938 and in early 1939, however, are expected to continue 
larger than a year earlier. These relatively large marketings 
of grain fed cattle, and the expected increase in hog market- 
ings in the fall and winter, may bring somewhat lower prices 
for the better grades of slaughter cattle. But with some 
improvement in consumer demand for meats in prospect, 
the drop in prices of the better grades will be much less 
than in the fall and early winter of 1937-38. “In the first 
quarter of 1939,” the Bureau said, “prices may average 
higher than a year earlier.” 


For the coming year the Bureau points out that the num- 
ber of cattle on farms at the beginning of 1939 may be 
slightly larger than, or about the same as, the number on 
hand at the beginning of 1938. But the tendency to restock 
farm and range herds may result in smaller slaughter sup- 
plies of cattle in 1939 than in 1938. “A further increase in 
slaughter supplies of fed cattle is expected next year,” the 
Bureau said, “but there may be a considerable decrease in 
the marketings of cows, heifers and calves.” 


Prospects for returns from 1938-39 cattle feeding are now 
indicated as somewhat more favorable than the results of 
operations in 1937-38 when returns from fed cattle marketed 
between March and April were low in relation to the cost of 
feeder cattle the previous fall. Prices of feeder cattle in the 
next few months probably will average slightly lower than a 
year earlier. 


Czech Imports of American Milk Increase 


Sales of American produced condensed milk to Czecho- 
slovakia during the first six months of 1938 were 300 per 
cent greater than for the same period in 1937, according to 
a report from the office of the American commercial attache 
at Prague. The increase was attributed to the spreading of 
hoof and mouth disease to important dairy districts, which 
has led consumers to prefer canned milk. 


Grocery Chain Store Sales in July 


Daily average sales of grocery chain stores for July were 
about 3 per cent below the dollar volume for July, 1937, and 
were lower than for any month since August, 1935, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. July 
sales decreased by more than usual seasonal amount. Sales 
for the first seven months of the year were about 34% per 
cent below those for the same period of 1937. 


July Canned Fish Imports into Philippines 


Imports of fish into the Philippine Islands continued small 
in July owing to the unwillingness of many dealers to handle 
Japanese sardines, and also to the fact that there is practi- 
cally no supply available for shipment from the United 
States, the office of the American trade commissioner at 
Manila reports. 
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CANNING CROP PROSPECTS 
(Continued from page 5603) 


Favorable conditions continued for kraut cabbage in all Tables that follow, giving acreage and yield of beans, corn, 
States except Indiana and the Far Western States. The con- and tomatoes, are based on reports of the Bureau of Agri- 
dition of cucumbers for pickles was also well above average cultural Economics, issued on August 23 and covering con- 
on August 15. Harvesting is reported to be in progress in ditions as of August 15. To the Bureau's figures are added 
Michigan and other Northern States. data on rainfall for the week of August 16-23. 
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ALASKA SALMON PACK 


The following figures on the Alaska salmon pack, as reported by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, show the pack by 
districts and species to August 20, except where otherwise noted: 


Resurrection Bay 


Price William Sound 


Total 
Cases 


“1,811,985 


K 
Coot 


Red 
Cases 
1,754,387 


,034 
17,101 210,117 


= 


2,638,157 42,754 2,473,111 5,992,964 


Import-Export Regulations of New Food Law 


The Food and Drug Administration recently announced 
that the regulations governing imports and exports under the 
Food and Drugs Act of June 30, 1906, have been prescribed 
for the enforcement of the imports and exports sections of 
the new law. 


Hearings Being Held on Pear Marketing 


Public hearings are being held this week and next on a 
proposed marketing agreement program to regulate the 
handling in interstate commerce of five varieties of winter 
pears grown in Oregon, Washington, and California. Hear- 
ings were held August 26 and today, August 27, in San Jose 
and Placerville, California. Hearings scheduled for next 
week are: August 31, Hood River, Oregon; September 1, 
Yakima, and September 2, at Wenatchee, Washington. 


Japanese Canned Tuna Shipments in May 


Shipments of canned tuna and mackerel from Japan in 
May amounted to 23,697 cases, which is 4.2 per cent more 
than April shipments, according to the office of the Amer- 
ican commercial attache at Tokyo. Compared with May, 
1937, the tuna shipments showed a decrease of 70.2 per cent. 
Shipments to the United States during May were 58.3 per 
cent greater than in April, but 75.3 per cent less than May, 
1937. Exports for the first five months totaled 111,346 cases, 
which is 72.4 less than during the same months in 1937. 


N. C, A. Field Laboratory in Maine 


The bacteriological field laboratory of the National Can- 
ners Association will be located at the Auburn plant of 
Burnham & Morrill Company during the corn pack in Maine. 


During this period, the personnel of this laboratory will be 
available to member canners in this area for consultation or 
such other service in connection with spoilage problems as 
would ordinarily be submitted to the Washington laboratory. 


Customs Bureau Amends Fisheries Definition 


The Bureau of Customs under the date of August 12 
amended Article 489 of the Customs Regulations of 1937 
by redefining the term American fisheries so as to include 
shore stations operated in conjunction with vessels of the 
United States. 

Article 489 of the regulations authorizes free entry into 
the United States of products of American fisheries and was 
promulgated pursuant to paragraph 1730 (a) of the Tariff 
Act of 1930 under which products of American fisheries are 
included in the free list. 

As amended, paragraph (c) of article 489 of the customs 
regulations defines an American fishery “within the meaning 
of paragraph 1739 (a) * * * as a fishing enterprise con- 
ducted under the American flag by vessels of the United 
States on the high seas or in foreign waters in which such 
vessels have the right, by treaty or otherwise, to take fish 
or other marine products and may include a shore station 
operated in conjunction with such vessels by the owner or 
master thereof.” 


Mexican Tariff on Canned Vegetables Reduced 


The Mexican tariff on canned asparagus, mushrooms, and 
all other canned vegetables with the exception of canned 
tomatoes will be reduced on August 30 from a rate of .60 
peso per legal kilogram to .50 peso (the peso equals about 
20 cents in U. S. currency), according to a Mexican decree 
dated August 15 and made public by the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Exports of meats, evaporated milk, fruits, salmon, and shrimp increased in July, 1938, as compared with July, 1937. 
Salmon exports more than trebled. Condensed milk exports were 823,000 pounds more in the first 7 months of 1938 than 
in 1937. Imports of beef, dutiable pineapple, all vegetables except tomatoes, and all fish items except crabmeat, were 
lower in July, 1938, than July, 1937. The following table, compiled from records of the Department of Commerce, furnishes 
figures for the month of July and the first 7 months of 1938 as compared with 1937: 

July, 1937 Jan.-July, 1937 Jan.-July, 1938 

Exports -Pounds Value Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
meats, total... 805 ,541 $265 , 499 8,751,031 $2,522,389 7,873,799 $2,715,058 
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Red Pitted Cherry Pack in 1938 


The red pitted cherry pack in 1938 was 1,683,611 cases, 
as compared with 2,471,982 cases in 1937, according to a 
compilation by the Association’s Division of Statistics based 
on reports from 107 firms and estimates for three canners. 
The following table shows the pack in 1938 by regions and 
can sizes with comparative figures for 1937: 


1938 No. 2 No. 10 Misc. Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
New York and Pa..... 205,186 118,832 18,537 342,555 
Mich., Wisc., and Ohio 561/020 414,430 8,598 984,048 
50'309 2911544 15,155 357,008 
816,515 824,806 42,290 1,683,611 
1937 


New York and Pa..... 203,151 303,759 54,506 561,416 


Mich., Wisc., and Ohio 764,958 838,840 82,648 1,686,446 
26,781 180,044 17,295 224,120 
Total... 994,890 1,322,643 154,449 2,471,982 


*Includes Oregon, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, 
ashington. 


Utah and W 


Canners’ reports indicate a smaller pack of frozen cherries 
for 1938. New York State canners report a decline of 11.8 
per cent below the 1937 cold pack, in the Midwest States the 
decline was 16.2 per cent, and in the Western States, 26.7 
per cent. 


Descriptive Labeling Interests English Editor 


That women in England have the same questions to ask 
about canned foods as women in the United States, and that 
descriptive labeling serves to furnish this information is the 
view of Miss Helen Burke, one of the women editors of the 
Sunday Pictorial, published in London, with whom Miss 
Atwater of the Home Economics Division had a visit during 
her recent vacation in England. 


Miss Burke discussed an article which she plans to feature 
in the near future on “What's in a Can of Food.” She 
stressed the point that she was much interested in the de- 
scriptive labeling sponsored by the American canned foods 
industry and that she intended to feature descriptive labeling 
as the most constructive step that could be taken to interest 
women in using canned foods in Great Britain. Miss Burke 
said that she received thousands of questions from women 
every year, asking about canned foods, and that the ones 
most frequently asked were, “How much food is in the can?”, 
“How many will it serve?”, “What is the number of pieces 
of fruit or vegetables in the can?”, “How sweet are syrups 
on canned fruits?”. In short, the questions were exactly the 
same as those constantly asked by women in the United 
States. 

One of the largest food stores in London, located in 
Piceadilly, displayed in the center window a sign which 
read, “American Groceries”. Naturally that served as a 
“stop sign” to Miss Atwater and on looking over the “gro- 


ceries” she was pleased to see that they were all American 
canned foods, and included many varieties. 


Japanese Canned Salmon Exports in May 


Exports of canned salmon from Japan were slightly above 
normal during May, 1938, according to a report from the 
office of the American commercial attache at Tokyo. Ship- 
ments of all types totaled 62,740 cases, a drop of 194,933 
cases, or 75.7 per cent from the unusually large volume of 
the previous month, but a gain of 10,027 cases, or 19 per 
cent, over the same month last year. The losses in com- 
parison with the previous month were entirely due to 
smaller shipments to Europe. 


The total exports for the first five months amounted to 
424,211 cases, gaining 23,478 cases, or 5.9 per cent, over the 
corresponding period of 1937. 


Polish Canned Cucumber Exports to U. S. 


Sales of Polish canned cucumbers in the United States 
have met with difficulties due to the fact that several firms 
were consigning larger supplies to the market than could 
readily be absorbed, according to a report from the office of 
the American commercial attache at Warsaw. Polish au- 
thorities took measures to remedy the situation by prohibiting 
exports of canned cucumbers for the time being. 


Exports of all canned cucumbers during the first half of 
1938 amounted to 1,452,390 pounds valued at approximately 
$50,350, compared with 1,318,130 pounds valued at $42,180 
during the first half of 1937. Of the former total 1,311,957 
pounds valued at $45,790 were consigned to the United 
States. 
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